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of Ferney. "The ridicule and sarcasms which he
lavished upon fanatics and hypocrites of all sects have
enabled the understandings of men to bear the light
of truth," and prepared them for research. "He
has done much more for the benefit of mankind than
those grave philosophers whose books are read by a
few only. The writings of Voltaire are made for all
and read by all/7 Smith said he could not pardon
Joseph the Second of Austria, "who pretended to
travel as a philosopher," for passing Ferney without
doing homage to the historian of Peter the Great.
He concluded from this circumstance that Joseph
"was but a man of inferior mind."1

Smith kept net journal during his French tour,
and as usual wrote as few letters as possible, though
he must have made extensive notes. Most of his
letters were probably to report progress to Charles
Townshend. I have in my possession part of an
abstract of one of these, which, though of no im-
portance in itself, serves to show that he took his
tutorship very seriously. From sidelights in the
correspondence of Charles Bonnet the naturalist, and
Le Sage, and Adam Ferguson, we know that he enjoyed
the best company in Geneva, particularly at the house
of the Duchesse d'Enville, who was there under Dr.
Tronchin's treatment with her son, the ill-fated Due de
la Rochefoucauld. In 1774 Adam Ferguson wrote to
Smith that his own bad French reminded the Duchesse
d'Enville of her old difficulties with Smith, " but she
said that before you left Paris she had the happiness to
learn your language/' Two years later Bonnet wished

1 See Faujas Saint-Fond, Travels in England and Scotland,
ii. p. 241,